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(57) ABSTRACT

An OLED display is disclosed. The display includes a rear
substrate, a front substrate facing the rear substrate, a cell seal
provided between the rear and front substrates to adhere the
two substrates to each other, and a reinforcement member
provided between the rear and front substrates adjacent to the
cell seal to adhere the two substrates to each other.
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ORGANIC LIGHT EMITTING DIODE
DISPLAY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims priority to and the benefit of
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2008-0111779 filed in the
Korean Intellectual Property Office on Nov. 11, 2008, the
entire contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

[0002] 1.Field

[0003] The field relates to an organic light emitting diode
(OLED) display. More particularly, the field relates to an
OLED display that reinforces adhesive force of a cell seal
adhering adjacent substrates.

[0004] 2. Description of the Related Technology

[0005] An OLED display includes a plurality of OLEDs
each of which includes a hole injection electrode, an organic
emission layer, and an electron injection electrode, and light
is emitted by energy that is generated when an exciton that is
generated by recombination of electrons and holes falling
from an excited state to a ground state within the organic
emission layer.

[0006] The OLED display has sub-pixels in a matrix format
in a display area, and the sub-pixels each include an OLED
and a driving circuit unit. The driving circuit unit includes a
switching transistor, a driving transistor, and a storage capaci-
tor.

[0007] The OLED display may be individually manufac-
tured, or a plurality of OLED displays may be manufactured
for productivity improvement. A base substrate (or, an array
substrate, hereinafter referred to as a base substrate) has a
plurality of unit cells between front and rear substrates.
Herein, one OLED display is a unit cell, and hereinafter will
be referred to as such.

[0008] A cell seal is provided between front substrate and
the rear substrate to adhere the two substrates. As one
example, the cell seal may be formed of a glass frit. The glass
frit is applied to a top light emitting type of OLED display that
realizes high resolution, and effectively prevents transmis-
sion of external moisture or oxygen into the unit cell.

[0009] Although a cell seal formed of the glass fit can block
external moisture or oxygen extremely well, it also generates
thermal shock or stress due to mismatch in thermal confor-
mity with the main glass (i.e., a front substrate or a rear
substrate). Accordingly, mechanical strength of the base sub-
strate or the OLED display is weakened.

[0010] The above information disclosed in this Back-
ground section is only for enhancement of understanding of
the background of the invention and therefore it may contain
information that does not form the prior art that is already
known in this country to a person of ordinary skill in the art.

SUMMARY OF CERTAIN INVENTIVE ASPECTS

[0011] One aspect is an organic light emitting diode
(OLED) display, including a rear substrate including an
OLED and a driving circuit unit, a front substrate facing the
rear substrate, a cell seal provided between the rear substrate
and the front substrate and adhering the rear substrate and the
front substrate to each other, and a reinforcement member
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provided between the rear substrate and the front substrate
adjacent to the cell seal and adhering the rear substrate and the
front substrate to each other.

[0012] Another aspect is an array of displays, the array
including front and rear substrates, adjacent cell seals formed
at peripheral portions of adjacent displays, the cell seals
formed between the front and rear substrates, where the cell
seals adhere the rear substrate and the front substrate to each
other, and where the cell seals are spaced apart from one
another, forming a cavity defined by the cell seals, the front
substrate and the rear substrate, and a reinforcement member
formed in the cavity, where the reinforcement member
adheres the rear substrate and the front substrate to each other.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a base substrate
including a plurality of unit cells each of which is an OLED
display.

[0014] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a structure of a
sub-pixel of the OLED display of FIG. 1.

[0015] FIG. 3is across-sectional view of the OLED display
of FIG. 1.
[0016] FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the OLED display cut

from the base substrate of FIG. 1 for each unit cell.

[0017] FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of FIG. 4, taken
along the line V-V.

[0018] FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of FIG. 4, taken
along the line VI-VI.

[0019] FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of FIG. 4, taken
along the line VII-VIIL.

[0020] FIG. 8is across-sectional view of an OLED display
according to another exemplary embodiment.

[0021] FIG. 9is across-sectional view of an OLED display
according to yet another exemplary embodiment.

[0022] FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of an OLED dis-
play according to still another exemplary embodiment.
[0023] FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view of an OLED dis-
play according to another exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN
INVENTIVE EMBODIMENTS

[0024] An exemplary embodiment relates to an OLED dis-
play that includes a reinforcement member that reinforces
adhesive force of a cell seal.

[0025] An exemplary embodiment relates to an OLED dis-
play that eases insertion of a reinforcement member at one
side of a cell seal.

[0026] An OLED display according to an exemplary
embodiment may include a rear substrate including an OLED
and a driving circuit unit, a front substrate facing the rear
substrate, a cell seal provided between the rear substrate and
the front substrate and adhering the rear substrate and the
front substrate to each other, and a reinforcement member
provided between the rear substrate and the front substrate at
one side of the cell seal and adhering the rear substrate and the
front substrate to each other.

[0027] The front substrate may include a first inducing
portion that induces flow of the reinforcement member to one
side of the cell seal.

[0028] The first inducing portion may be formed in at least
one side surface among four side surfaces of the front sub-
strate formed as a square plate.
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[0029] The first inducing portion may include a half-trian-
gular space formed by cutting a triangular space formed
between a sloped surface and the rear substrate by connecting
an inner surface and a side surface of the front substrate with
the sloped surface.

[0030] The firstinducing portion may include a half-square
space formed by cutting a square space formed between a
rectangular surface and the rear substrate by connecting an
inner surface and a side surface of the front substrate with the
rectangular surface.

[0031] The first inducing portion may include a half-semi-
circle space formed by cutting a semicircle space formed
between an arc surface and the rear substrate by connecting an
inner surface and a side surface of the front substrate with the
arc surface.

[0032] The first inducing portion may include a half-semi-
ellipse space formed by cutting a semi-ellipse space formed
between an arc surface and the rear substrate by connecting an
inner surface and a side surface of the front substrate with the
arc surface.

[0033] The reinforcement member may include a reinforc-
ing portion filled in a space of the first inducing portion of the
front substrate, and a reinforcing portion filled in a space set
by a surface of the OLED, an inner surface of the front
substrate, and one side of the cell seal and that is connected to
one of the reinforcing portion.

[0034] The cell seal may be formed of a glass fit, and the
reinforcement member may be formed of a resin.

[0035] The rear substrate may have a second inducing por-
tion that induces flow of the reinforcement member toward
one side of the cell seal.

[0036] The second inducing portion may include a first
inducing portion formed in the rear substrate, and a plurality
of second inducing portions that are sequentially stacked on
the driving circuit unit stacked on the first inducing portion
and a layer of the OLED.

[0037] The reinforcement member may include a first rein-
forcing portion filled in the second inducing portion of the
OLED, and a second reinforcing portion filled in a space set
by a surface of the OLED, an inner surface of the front
substrate, and one side of the cell seal and that is connected to
the first reinforcing portion.

[0038] According to an exemplary embodiment, adhesive
force between the two substrates can be further reinforced by
providing the reinforcement member between the two sub-
strates at one side of the cell seal.

[0039] According to an exemplary embodiment, insertion
of the reinforcement member at one side of the cell seal can be
eased by providing an inducing portion at one side of the front
and rear substrates to induce insertion of the reinforcement
member.

[0040] According to an exemplary embodiment, thermal
shock or stress of the cell seal can be endured by adhering the
two substrates with the reinforcement member inserted into
one side of the cell seal so that reliability of mechanical
strength can be improved.

[0041] Certain embodiments will be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which exemplary embodiments of the invention are shown.
As those skilled in the art would realize, the described
embodiments may be modified in various ways, without
departing from the spirit or scope of the present invention.
The drawings and description are to be regarded as illustrative
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in nature and not restrictive. Like reference numerals gener-
ally designate like elements throughout the specification.
[0042] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a base substrate
having a plurality of unit cells each of which has an OLED
display. Referring to FIG. 1, a base substrate 1 includes a rear
substrate 12 and a front substrate 14 that form a plurality of
unit cells. That is, in the base substrate 1, the unit cells forms
OLED displays 2.

[0043] Each unit cell or OLED display 2 in the base sub-
strate 1 includes the rear substrate 12 and the front substrate
14 that face each other, and a plurality of sub-pixels are
arranged in a matrix format in a display area between the two
substrates 12 and 14.

[0044] The individual OLED displays 2 are formed by cut-
ting the base substrate 1.

[0045] FIG. 2is a schematic diagram of an exemplary sub-
pixel circuit structure of the OLED display of FIG. 1, and
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the sub-pixel circuit and the
OLED display of FIG. 1. Referring to FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, a
sub-pixel in the OLED display 2 includes an OLED L1 and a
driving circuit unit. Other sub-pixel circuit structures may
also be used.

[0046] The OLED L1 includes an anode 16, an organic
emission layer 18, and a cathode 22, and the driving circuit
unit includes at least two thin film transistors and at least one
storage capacitor CAP1. The thin film transistor basically
includes a switching transistor T1 and a driving transistor T2.
[0047] The switching transistor T1 is connected to a scan
line SL1 and a data line DL1, and transmits a data voltage
input from the data line DL1 to the driving transistor T2
according to a switching voltage input to the scan line SL1.
[0048] The storage capacitor CAP1 is connected to the
switching transistor T1 and a power source line VDD, and
stores a voltage that corresponds to a voltage difference
between a voltage from the switching transistor T1 and a
voltage from the power source line VDD.

[0049] The driving transistor T2 is connected to the power
source line VDD and the storage capacitor CAP1, and sup-
plies an output current IOLED that is about proportional to
the square of the difference between the voltage stored at the
storage capacitor CAP1 and a threshold voltage of the OLED
L1. The OLED L1 emits light according to the output current
IOLED.

[0050] Thedriving transistor T2 includes a source electrode
27,adrain electrode 28, and a gate electrode 29, and the anode
16 of the OLED L1 may be connected to the drain electrode
28 of the driving transistor T2

[0051] The configuration of the sub-pixel is not limited
thereto, and may be modified.

[0052] FIG. 4 is a top plan view of an OLED display that is
cut out from the base substrate of FIG. 1. FIG. 5 is a cross-
sectional view of FIG. 4 taken along the line V-V, and FIG. 6
is a cross-sectional view of FIG. 4 taken along the line VI-VI.
[0053] Referring to FIG. 4, FIG. 5, and FIG. 6, the OLED
display 2 includes a cell seal 30 and a reinforcement member
40. The cell seal 30 is provided between the rear substrate 12
and the front substrate 14 to adhere the rear substrate 12 and
the front substrate 14 to each other.

[0054] The cell seal 30 partitions the base substrate 1 to
adhere front and rear substrates 14 and 12 of unit cells 2. For
example, the cell seal 30 is formed of a glass frit and adheres
the rear substrate 12 and the front substrate 14 to each other,
and protects the OLEDs L1 and the driving circuit units in the
unit cell from the external environment.
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[0055] The reinforcement member 40 is provided at one
side of the cell seal 30, for example between the rear substrate
12 and the front substrate 14 at an external side of the cell seal
30, to adhere the rear substrate 12 and the front substrate 14 to
each other. Therefore, the rear substrate 12 and the front
substrate 14 have a double-adhered structure by the cell seal
30 and the reinforcement member 40.

[0056] As an example, the reinforcement member 40 is
formed of a resin and thus it reinforces the adhesive force of
the cell seal 30 formed of the glass frit. Therefore, the rein-
forcement member 40 increases mechanical strength that is
weakened by thermal shock or stress that is generated in
accordance with mismatch in thermal expansion mismatch
between the glass frit of the cell seal 30 and glass of the two
substrates 12 and 14.

[0057] For improvement of adhesive force and reinforce-
ment of mechanical strength, the reinforcement member 40 is
inserted between the two substrates 12 and 14 with no gap
between the reinforcement member 40 and either of the two
substrates 12 and 14. at an external perimeter of the cell seal
30.

[0058] In order to effectively induce correct placement of
the reinforcement member 40, at least one substrate of the two
substrates 12 and 14 includes a groove 50 that induces flow of
the reinforcement member 40. In some embodiments, the
groove 50 induces flow of the reinforcement member 40
through capillary action. The groove may be selectively
formed at one of the rear substrate 12 and the front substrate
14, or may be formed at both of the substrates 12 and 14.
[0059] The groove 50 will be referred to as a first inducing
portion 50, and an inducing portion formed in the rear sub-
strate 12 will be referred to as a second inducing portion 60.
Inone exemplary embodiment, the driving circuit unit and the
OLED L1 are formed on the rear substrate 12, and therefore
the first inducing portion 50 may be formed on the front
substrate 14.

[0060] In the base substrate 1, the first inducing portion 50
may be formed in either or both of the y-axis and x-axis
directions between the unit cells, and induces the reinforce-
ment member 40 toward the front substrate 14 of each of the
OLED displays 2.

[0061] In the unit cell or the OLED display 2, the first
inducing portion 50 induces the flow of the reinforcement
member 40 toward the cell seal 30 at an external side of the
cell seal 30, for example toward a side surface 141 of the front
substrate 14, to fill a space between the rear substrate 12 and
the front substrate 12 with the reinforcement member 40.

[0062] Therefore, the first inducing portion 50 may be
formed on at least one side surface among four side surfaces
of the front substrate 14, and may be formed as a rectangular
plate. In some exemplary embodiments, referring to FIG. 5
and FIG. 6, the first inducing portion 50 is formed at three side
surfaces of a display area DA, excluding one side surface of
the front substrate 14.

[0063] Referring to FIG. 7, the first inducing portion 50
includes a triangular space formed between a sloped surface
143 of the front substrate 14 and the rear substrate 12 between
an inner surface 142 and the side surface 141 of the front
substrate 14.

[0064] Therefore, the first inducing portion 50 includes a
triangular space in the base substrate 1 where the front sub-
strate 14 is etched in a cross-sectional triangle from an edge
portion that corresponds to the cell seal 30. In addition, the
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first inducing portion 50 includes a half-triangular space
formed by cutting the triangular space in half in the OLED
display 2 of the unit cell.

[0065] The first inducing portion 50 is defined by the inner
surface 142 of the front substrate 14, the sloped edge 143, the
rear substrate 12, and perpendicular cross-sectional lines VL
thereof at an edge of the unit cell. Referring to FIG. 3, therear
substrate 12 side provides a surface for the OLED L1. In some
embodiments, the anode 22 provides one side of the first
inducing portion 50.

[0066] Forexample, the etching depth of the front substrate
14, forming the triangular space of the first inducing portion
50, includes a range of 5 to 60 um. When the etching depth
exceeds 60 pum, the front substrate 14 may be easily damaged
in the first inducing portion 50 of the base substrate 1, and
when the etching depth is less than 5 pm, induction capability
of the reinforcement member 40 in the first inducing portion
50 of the base substrate 1 may be insufficient.

[0067] The first inducing portion 50 and the sloped surface
143 of the front substrate 14 form a structure in which inser-
tion of the reinforcement member 40 is induced, and the
insertion amount of the reinforcement member 40 between
the front substrate 14 and the rear substrate 12 is defined by
the volume of the cavity created thereby.

[0068] The reinforcement member 40 includes a reinforc-
ing portion 41 that is filled in a space that corresponds to the
sloped surface 143 of the front substrate 14, and a reinforcing
portion 42 that is filled in a space that corresponds to the inner
surface 142 of the front substrate 14.

[0069] The reinforcing portion 41 may fill a space defined
by the OLED L1 and the sloped surface 143 of the front
substrate 14, and reinforces the adhesive function of the cell
seal 30. The reinforcing portion 42 may fill a space defined by
a surface of the OLED L1, the inner surface 142 of the front
substrate 14, and one side of the cell seal 30, and is connected
to the reinforcing portion 41 to reinforce the adhesive func-
tion of the cell seal 30.

[0070] FIG. 8 is a partial cross-sectional view of an OLED
display according to another exemplary embodiment. Refer-
ring to FIG. 8, a first inducing portion 250 includes a rectan-
gular space formed between the front and rear substrates 14
and 12, in an area defined by an inner surface 142, surface
2143 and a side surface 141 of the front substrate 14 and the
rear substrate 12.

[0071] The inducing portion 250 includes a rectangular
space in the base substrate 1 having the front substrate 14 that
is in a cross-sectional rectangle from an edge portion of cell
seal 30, and the inducing portion 250 includes a rectangular
space defined by surface 2143.

[0072] A reinforcement member 240 includes a reinforcing
portion 241 filled in a space that corresponds to the inducing
portion 250, and a reinforcing portion 242 filled in a space
that corresponds to the inner surface 142 of the front substrate
14.

[0073] The reinforcing portion 241 is filled in a space
defined by the rear substrate 12 and the rectangular surface
2143 of the front substrate 14 to reinforce the adhesive func-
tion of the cell seal 30. The reinforcing portion 242 is filled in
a space defined by a surface of the rear substrate 12, the inner
surface 142 of the front substrate 14, and one side of the cell
seal 30 and is connected to the reinforcing portion 241 to
reinforce the adhesive function of the cell seal 30.
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[0074] The first inducing portion 250 can further increase
the insertion amount of the reinforcement member 240 by
forming a larger space compared to the inducing portion 50 of
FIG. 7.

[0075] FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of an OLED display
according to another exemplary embodiment. Referring to
FIG. 9, a first inducing portion 350 includes a space formed
between an arc surface 3143 and a rear substrate 12, where the
arc surface 3143 is between the inner surface 142 and the side
surface 141 of the front substrate 14.

[0076] The first inducing portion 350 includes a semicircle
space in the base substrate 1, where the front substrate 14 has
a cross-sectional semicircle shape cavity at an edge portion
near the cell seal 30.

[0077] Reinforcement member 340 includes a reinforcing
portion 341 filled in a space that corresponds to the arc surface
3143 of the front substrate 14, and a reinforcing portion 342
filled in a space that corresponds to the inner surface 142 of
the front substrate 14.

[0078] The reinforcing portion 341 is filled in a space
defined by the rear substrate 12 and the arc surface 3143 of the
front substrate 14, and reinforces the adhesive function of cell
seal 30. The reinforcing portion 342 is filled in a space defined
by the rear substrate 12, the inner surface 142 of the front
substrate 14, and one side of the cell seal 30, and is connected
to the reinforcing portion 341 to reinforce the adhesive func-
tion of the cell seal 30.

[0079] FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of an OLED dis-
play according to another exemplary embodiment. Referring
to FIG. 10, a first inducing portion 450 includes a space
formed between an arc surface 4143 and a rear substrate 12,
where the arc surface 4143 is between the inner surface 142
and the side surface 141 of the front substrate 14.

[0080] The first inducing portion 450 includes a semi-el-
lipse space in the base substrate 1, where the front substrate 14
is etched in a cross-sectional semi-ellipse at an edge portion
near the cell seal 30.

[0081] A reinforcement member 440 includes a reinforcing
portion 441 in a space defined by the arc surface 4143 of the
front substrate 14 and a reinforcing portion 442 in a space
defined by the inner surface 142 of the front substrate 14.
[0082] The reinforcing portion 441 is filled in a space
defined by the rear substrate 12 and the arc surface 4143 of the
front substrate 14, and reinforces the adhesive function of a
cell seal 30. The reinforcing portion 442 is filled in a space
defined by a surface of the rear substrate 12, the inner surface
142 of the front substrate 14, and one side of the cell seal 30,
and is connected to the reinforcing portion 441 to reinforce
the adhesive function of the cell seal 30.

[0083] FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view of an OLED dis-
play according to another exemplary embodiment. Referring
to FIG. 11, a second inducing portion 60 in the exemplary
embodiment of FIG. 5 is formed to induce the flow of a
reinforcement member 70 on one side of a cell seal 30.

[0084] The second inducing portion 60 includes an induc-
ing portion 61 formed on the rear substrate 12 and a plurality
of inducing portions 62 that are sequentially formed on rear
substrate 12. In some embodiments, the inducing portion is
limited to the layer immediately adjacent the reinforcement
member 70. In some embodiments, one or more layers
between the reinforcement member 70 and the rear substrate
12 have inducing portions. In some embodiments, the rear
substrate does not have an inducing portion.
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[0085] The reinforcement member 70 includes a reinforc-
ing portion 71 in the second inducing portion 60, and a rein-
forcing portion 72 in a space that corresponds to an inner
surface 142 of the front substrate 14.

[0086] The reinforcing portion 71 is filled in the space that
corresponds to the inducing portions 62 and reinforces the
adhesive function of a cell seal 30. The reinforcing portion 72
is in a space defined by a surface of the rear substrate 12, the
inner surface 142 of the front substrate 14, and one side of the
cell seal 30, and is connected to the reinforcing portion 71 to
reinforce the adhesive function of the cell seal 30.

[0087] While this invention has been described in connec-
tion with what is presently considered to be practical exem-
plary embodiments, it is to be understood that the invention is
not limited to the disclosed embodiments, but, on the con-
trary, is intended to cover various modifications and equiva-
lent arrangements.

What is claimed is:

1. An organic light emitting diode (OLED) display, com-
prising:

a rear substrate including an OLED and a driving circuit

unit;

a front substrate facing the rear substrate;

a cell seal provided between the rear substrate and the front
substrate and adhering the rear substrate and the front
substrate to each other; and

a reinforcement member provided between the rear sub-
strate and the front substrate adjacent to the cell seal and
adhering the rear substrate and the front substrate to each
other.

2. The OLED display of claim 1, wherein the front sub-
strate includes a first inducing portion configured to induce
flow of the reinforcement member.

3. The OLED display of claim 2, wherein the first inducing
portion is formed along at least one side surface of the front
substrate.

4. The OLED display of claim 2, wherein the first inducing
portion comprises a triangular space between a sloped surface
of the front substrate and the rear substrate.

5. The OLED display of claim 2, wherein the first inducing
portion comprises a substantially rectangular cavity.

6. The OLED display of claim 2, wherein the first inducing
portion has a cross-sectional area defined by a portion of a
circle.

7. The OLED display of claim 2, wherein the first inducing
portion has a cross-sectional area defined by a portion of an
ellipse.

8. The OLED display of claim 2, wherein the reinforce-
ment member comprises:

a reinforcing portion between two substantially parallel

portions of the front and rear substrates; and

a reinforcing portion in the first inducing portion.

9. The OLED display of claim 2, wherein the cell seal is
formed of a glass frit, and the reinforcement member is
formed of a resin.

10. The OLED display of claim 1, wherein the rear sub-
strate includes a second inducing portion configured to
induce flow of the reinforcement member.

11. The OLED display of claim 10, wherein the second
inducing portion comprises:

an inducing portion formed in the rear substrate; and

one or more additional inducing portions formed in one or
more layers between the front and rear substrates.
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12. The OLED display of claim 11, wherein the reinforce-
ment member comprises:

a reinforcing portion between two substantially parallel
portions of the front and rear substrates; and

a reinforcing portion between a groove in one of the front
and rear substrates and the other of the front and rear
substrates.

13. An array of displays, the array comprising:

front and rear substrates;

adjacent cell seals formed at peripheral portions of adja-
cent displays, the cell seals formed between the front and
rear substrates, wherein the cell seals adhere the rear
substrate and the front substrate to each other, and
wherein the cell seals are spaced apart from one another,
forming a cavity defined by the cell seals, the front
substrate and the rear substrate; and

a reinforcement member formed in the cavity, wherein the
reinforcement member adheres the rear substrate and the
front substrate to each other.
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14. The array of claim 13, wherein the cell seals are formed
of a glass frit, and the reinforcement member is formed of a
resin.

15. The array of claim 13, wherein the reinforcement mem-
ber is at least partially formed in a groove in at least one of the
front and rear substrates.

16. The array of claim 15, wherein the groove comprises a
cross-sectional shape defined by a portion of a triangle.

17. The array of claim 15, wherein the groove comprises a
cross-sectional shape defined by a portion of a rectangle.

18. The array of claim 15, wherein the groove comprises a
cross-sectional shape defined by a portion of a circle.

19. The array of claim 15, wherein the groove comprises a
cross-sectional shape defined by a portion of an ellipse.

20. The array of claim 13, wherein the reinforcement mem-
ber is at least partially defined by grooves in the front and rear
substrates.
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